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X:lsteéhe Concept. Mcaning and S
. + Loncept of G
attributes ang fties a2 ende
‘OPPportunities associated with b;ir::’rer:!m ﬁ:ief o~
e and female
en and men ang girls and
Women and those between

cope of gender,

activities undertaken, access to ) éh\for:t?;?zﬂ::h:goﬁgned,
well as decision - making opportunities. Gender js a part o?'ﬂma:
broader socio-cultural context.'©Other important criteria for socio-
cultural analysis include(g%race, poverty level, ethnic group
and age. The concept of’ gender was adapted as means of
distinguishing betwéen biological sex and socialized aspects of,.|
ferminity masculin moreover, gender was considered achie\eg\
and more or lgss.stable after it is acquired in early childhogd..,
Meaning~of Gender : According to ‘'WHO' - & er

refers to {bg\s cially constructed roles, behaviours, areh/)\(lu and
attributes that a given society considers appropriate ormen and
women".

According to West and Zimmerman -, “Gender is
not a personal trait; it is an emergent feature of social situatign;
soth as on outcome of and a rationale for various social
asrrangements and as a means of legitimating one of the most

undamental divisions of society.”

According to Gupta'GR - Ge en ‘
The commonly shared expectations and norms w:thm.a :soc;tg
\bout appropriate male and female behaviour, charact(instfsswd
oles. Gender can be considered a social and cultural co

nder has been defined as

9

R
the differentiates females from males and thus defines the w.ays
in which females and males interact with each other. These roles
and expectalions are learned and they can change over time as
well as vary within and between cultures”.

Scope of Gender : There should not be gender
discrimination in all walks of life. Boys and Girls should be
treated equally in all respects. We should make the children know
that boys and girls have equal importance and status in the society.
There should not be any kind of emotional In balance among the
children. The children should know their responsibility towards
the society and try to lead a comfortable life by respecting each
other. We should remove the super scitious. Notions among the
community with respect to gender discrimination. The phys:cal
pote tiality with respect to boys and girls may not beythe same
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Th

not mean girls should not be treated on

:\’3 h boys

ls. So equal opportunities should be UW both the

ders to establish an ideal community.
Write the differences between .géc&nd gender.

Sex and its associated
biological functions are
programmed
genetically.

It is universal and
mostly unchanging,

without surgery.

ALS Sex C’}Eender
1. Sex refers to the {l. 2&3& refers to the socially
biological and |.*~4 constructed roles,
physiologicaly ehaviours, activities end
characteristics that attributes that a given
define men slkdf'“ society considers
women. (WH appropriate for men and
women. (WHO)

Where as gender roles and
power relations and the
power relations they reflect
are a social construct They
vary across cultures and
through time, and thus are
amlenable to change.
It is not universal and
change over time.

%y



Some examples of Sex chm
0):

+ Women menstruate while m
testicles while women do not. 4 Wo .
that are usually cabable of locatin,
generally have more massive bon

women do more
more men than }\?:rieeto;;t::: ranse?e.male smoking h
et A oki
gn(hhown?illts; baee: con51defed appropriate. ng has not
. ote on ‘Gender discrimination’.

Ans: Gender discrimination eans ‘discrimination based
on a persons gender or sex, which™more often affects girls and
women. Because of gender dis ination, girls and women do
not have the same opportunities as boys and men for education,
meaningful careers, pdlitical influences and economic
advancement. Gendey. imination occurs when sexes are
treated unequally. Ge discrimination is not based solely on
gender difference t"on how people are treated differently
because of thei . So gender discrimination is the unfair
treatment of son because of gender. It affects both men a

D
omen. o .
v Mat%auses for Gender dlscnmlqahon in I'M e;
Though the Indian constitution provides equal r_\ghtf vee?h ,
for m nd women and makes gqual provision eq o
status of women in society, majority of women ar

iti to them.

enjoy the rights and opportunities g{uil;alr;tszldof e ey, more

Traditional value system, [0 pbbiola o labilty of
1 ousehold responsibilities, lack of aware “. Sy tamily
J,,J;;:r) quidance, low mobility, lack oafnsderecchnology e 50 ":ye
proper , ' 4 advanced science : nology = cociety.
d ;u'”,.ufmf:::?:(;z-l:li:::s;ﬁc to create gender cgipa;r'i'x"';; poverty:
{’ht,x"“n::-.l )h‘npc.)rlnnl causes of Qf-’ndcsr blcl‘i)cf and anti-female
:".-::;1.1' v, unemployment, social customs.

stirade eor dis
Changing the face uf. gc“.?cci\;t‘d gcndcr

eniter fen there to be change l.n l“—)l-\v .

wrpmntant conslderations come into P

. In
n:
crimll‘“”" two

roleSv

\q

_ , 7
1. Both sexes are at |e, :
and women both have gender rolituf’:a::: :il:ﬁ‘no : La-"-l -
society and gender roles and stereotypes are cr: oy Apid o
tuated by both eated by and also
'|:}>1erpe v csi’eman:'exes. By ‘the same taken, women are not
th: 3rg1hyl's o women. Ing equality, many men also fight hard for
2. Social attitudes must be changed : Gender roles
and stereotypes lea_ds to in the work place against women and
against men - and in society at large. In order for discriminatory
practices to end, change must begin in societal values and
attitudes, but equal rights must be enforced by laws because
individual members of societies will never all thinks the same.
4. What are the characteristics of patriarchal system?
ns: Patriarchy is a social system in which male!\gold
pri wer and predominate in roles of political lea%k ip,
authority, social privilege and control of pr n the
omain of the family, fathers or father figures hold-authority over
women and children.

o So, a patriarchal social system can be defi as a system
9.} where men are in authority over women ifi "all @spects of society.
o~/ Characteristics of a patriarchal system : Some

characteristic of a patriarchal system i e :

1. Male dominance : In iarchal system, men make
all decisions in both society a their family unit. hold all
positions of power and auth nd are considered superior,

2. Male identification’ : Men are concentrated with
identification that in %‘s‘qualiﬁes of control, strength,

forcefulness, rationaﬁ%r ng work ethic and competitiveness.

Each of these qualities*Contribute to male identification in a

patriarchal system.

3. Male Centredness : In a patriarchal system, the center
of activity and progression is on men and what they do to move
the society forward. In any patriarchal system, men will be the
focus and developer of all events and inventions, men will be the
herces in all situations, and men will be the centre of social

: engagement, fun and entertainment. : 4
4. Obsession with control : Men livingin a patriarchal
l System or society must be in control at all times., They have a
desire to control all social and family situations and must make
all decisions regarding finances and education.




",
%\\&“

-
Additionally. in a patriarchal society, the op B

( 2 - ressj
women is emphasized. The term ‘oppression’ means ¢ pression o

i o
or restrict; therefore, women are not allowed to r‘i)s“esh Sowu

leadership levels or make decisions Women aro
; : < also not a|
to demonstrate independence or suggest Owed
cha .
order. s Nnges to any sociy)
- onll n ‘::5; ’;C‘-’- W?}Ten also have a role in a patriarchal society,
u ens i isei ; \
y e that is submissive and subservient to men,

5. Write th i ’
status. ¢ patriarchal system's impact on women'’s
Ans

\ ‘Patriarchal is a system where by women are kept
suborflmate N a number of ways. The subordination that we
experience at a daily level, regardiess of the class we might belong
to, takes various forms — discrimination, disregard, insult, contrg|
exploitation, oppression, violence -t;\ithin the family, at the place
of work, in society. N

Patriarchal ideology to kqe%oomen away the power systems
has been attempted througkth'é\c nstruction of private and public
realms for women and men ectively.

Private patriarchy i sed upon household production as
the main site of womefi’s oppression. Public patriarchy is based
principally in publié'sites as employment and the sta.te.

In this p t'm‘n hal system, different kinds of violence
be used to coa%& and subjugate women, such violence b
may eve beytonsidered legitimate and women ?ré@v ys
rouﬁnel%pﬁienced by male violence. Due to su<.:h v e and
the cofitintied sense of insecurity that is instilled irw er; §: g
resultqgﬁéps them bound to the home economically exploite
and socially suppressed.

In this patriarchal system, me

d ire differently because they . g 0 ‘
rannas;sl?nity and fermininity in ways which condition difference

According to Lim, “patriarchy.is the systesrr(\J C:_::aftymai'g
domination and female subordination in economls:t o 1o the
culture that has characterized much of huma_nl l:lations are
present day. Patriarchal institutions and soclaf v:omen o
responsible for the interior l?rt s:econdary status o ’ )
capitalist wage labour market. men
5-p Explagin the need and importance of Wo

Education.

n and women behave, 'think,
have been taught to think of

\{
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~'ﬁ\ it;_; rate. It has been seen that infant mo,
Qo half in case women have received prirda
W

S, ,}{” woman are malnourished. llliteracy a

£ {j\ns: fMeaming of Wom 5 9
ucation refers to ey, en Edy .

the knowlédge and s:j?s 'f,’, W:feducauon lh:la a'.'rl’s" at'im\t’?orsizn
education at schools anq couege“s and girls. It includes generagl

countries at global leve].
When a woman is not e

ducated then
but théentire family as wel| en it notonly a

ﬁkt&s her
as the nation. In many stu

und out that illiterate women high fenijli wgllh::

te reduces
education as
ildren, illiterate
Teduces the overall

ompared to illiterate female, Apart from_thi

earning potential of the family. “

So e.duca'ti-ng women results i %‘moﬁng self respect and
also helps in raising the status ofwo en. An educated woman
will be aware pf herArights. S n fight against social evils such
as domestic violence, do

Importance of
of women education
with empower women 16 come forward and contribute towards
the development and prosperity of the country. Economic
development and prosperity of the country. -

Economic Empowerment : So long as women remain
backward and economically dependent on' men, the helpless
condition of them cannot be changed. Economic empowerment
and independence will only come through proper education and
employment of women. - .

! Improved life : Education helps a woman to live a good
life. Her identity as an individual would never get lost. She can
read'and learn about her rights. Her rights would not get trodden
down. The life or condition of women would improve alot, if we
€ a broad outlook in the field of female education.
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Improved health : Educated girls and women are aware of
the importance of health and hygiene. Through health education
they are empowered to lead a healthy life style. Educated mothers
can take better care of both hersell and her baby.

Dignity and honour : Educational women are now looked
upon with dignity and honour. They become a source of
inspiration for millions of young girls who make them their role
models,

Justice : Educated women are more informed of their rights
for justice. It would eventually lead to decline in instances of
violence and injustice against women such as dowry, forced
prostitution, child marriage, female (oeticide etc.

Choice to choose a profession of her choice : Educated
women can prove be highly successful in the fields of life. A girl
child should set equal opportuni §hr education, so that, she can
plan to become a successf ctors, engineers‘, nurses, air
hoslesses, cook, or choose._é}n ofession of her choice.

Alleviate poverty/%o en education is a pre-requisite to
alleviate poverty. Wo ed 1o take equal burden of the massive
task of eliminatin?:,:?serty. This would demand massive
contribution from educated women. There cannot be mgch social
and economic«;%’nges unless girls and women are given lhgi{‘{..
n L)

rights for edd¢ation. -
7:9 Wh re the benefits or advantages of “L
tion ? {
. 4 Women who are educated = are r‘é@c{)l; :g
i 2l
i@g}n their future. + Women who are educat t;e i

reduce poverty. + Women who are educated —r
child m?:rtaljtt; + Women who are educated - are SUZEucn;tt:erg
likely to have their child immunized. + Women wpola:f emmm:t
_ are less likely to be taken advantage of; less hkele :3 o e
HIV/AIDS. 4 Women who are educated — are less likely to

iV . n who are educate
victims of domestic or sexual abuse. + Wome tions that lead 10

- ce corruption and change the condi _ o
terrr?i;m, o+ Wo':nen who are educated — are better eq::ﬁ:if:d i
contribute 1o the family income. + Women who are e e sell
are healthier and tend to have greater self f,zstelam'bu“g and
conhdente. + Women who are educated - help colngld e
prosper their community. + Women u{hO are educate

potential and need to promote education in others.
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. Explain different facy
differences and practl:;.sol.r: oy il
(b) Female infanticid )
(E) Violence

Ans. (A) Inequality in sex : io i
ratio of males to females in a popula:j::tr:.o ' The pexizatio i the

Causes for inequality in sex r tio : i
‘have been identified as raponsib]ea fonr l:h;ni‘:e;%)%mg

of
[ female
tion of males

_ 1
UNIT.p ———
FACTORS AFFECTING |
!

_ GEI\_JDER DISCRIMINATION

ng gender
(A) Inequality in ratio
e. (c) Feticide (D) Crime

fac't

. Difficuit Enumeration ; The lower perce;

ra
{
@y be partially attributed to the unequal enu
nd females in census counting.

2. Higher Female Mortality : The

for lower female ratio is the higher monali%
well as mothers.

3. Male Dominated Emii%ﬁ;k?t‘mn be easily accepted

important reason
fenale children as

that international migration i ia is male dominated Ths
however cannot be said to

! ery important point since not
many people emigrate

%ﬂ to outside countries.

4. Lower Social S of Women : The most important
factor is the lower soéialjstatus of Indian women resulting into
insufficient medical aid“and nutritive provisions.

) 5. Misuse of the Technology : Pre natal sex determination
is the main reason of low sex ratic in India followed by abortion
of female foetuses.

6. Patriarchal System : The patriarchal societies in many
parts of India have translated their prejudices and bigotry into a
compulsive preferences for boys and discriminations against the
girl child. 1

(B) Female Infanticide: Female infanticide is a deliberate

and intentional act of killing a female child within one year of its
birth ejther directly by using poisonous organic and inorganic
chemicals or. indirectly by deliberate neglect to feed the infant by
Cither one of the parents or other family members.
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Poverty, ignorance of family planni
have been reported as the possibfel::a::t;: ?c‘::: gfi‘s?:i'do

c) Female Feticide : Female feticide is th ltm
of the life of a foetus within the womb on the s ¢
is femabe and is also known as sex selective

omen illi iti i
Aierent |'I|tera'cy. trad_monal and cultural practices of
_religions, child marriages etc., have been
the po;.;.nl:!:e causes for this female foeti,cide reported as
' Crime : The year 2015 has witn ion i

crime against women as compared to ZOIAL.nE:Scf::d?n:: Lé?c?é’a;z
of 3.1%, 2‘015 saw the registration of 3,27,394 cases under the
head of crimes against women as compared to 3,37,922 cases in
2014, show figures from the National Crime Records Bureau,
. Cases of rape have fallen by $,7% coming down from 36,735
in 2014 to 34,651 in 2015. Inci “of gang rape too have shown
a decrease from 2,346 in 2 ,113 in 2015.

There has been a inal increase of 2.5%, however in
other sexual offences inst women. Under the category of
“assault on women nt to outrage her modesty",2015 saw

wi
84,222 cases being fag"ge?ed across the country as against 82,235 ¢

in 2014. i
Delhi h mighest rate of crimes against women ove?gf{”
Bengal have recorded the highest num

12
wry etc,,
e.
ﬂninaﬁOn
diounds that its sex
abortion,

Assam an e

rafficki %s both among adults and children. Rajasth

the hi r%crimt—: rate of 57.3 against SCs followed hra
Pradesh™(52.3) , Bihar (38.9) and Madhya Prad 9) per
1,@00 population. Rajasthan also had one of the highest crime
rate€ against ST's behind only Kerala, Andhra Pr. , Telangana,

Chhattisgarh and Odisha followed with crime rates against STs.
E) Violence : There are many violence against women in
India because of the male dominated society here. Womenl
generally face various kinds of crime like dowry deag'n, sex:lca
harassment, cheating, murder, girl child .abuse. rob er'{ :han
Violence against women which counted as crimes unde_r Ihet nrture
Penal Code (IPC) are rape, kidnapping an.d abduction, sc;x -
physically and mentally dowry d_eaths, w_ife baﬂgrrl:ng‘,zses 2
harassment, molestation, importation of girls etc. debe o ing
violence against women is increasing day by day an!
too broad. The medning of term violence

is striking someoni
i buse ©
physically and causing injury. It may involve verbal 2

2

@)
v

4)

\g&‘\o move free_ly in the society because of early
& persticious notions. They discourage girls ed ‘{Egn
P

p_r.ychological stress witho
to the mind and harm the

13
ut the actyal

1t -
reputation, ng which cayse injury

2. How are the fo]io
discri Wing res
e e o 1%, 4
1) nomi ical (¢
(g) political ‘h),.a:plo‘;rsle:n::svchological (f) legal
Ans. The following are to some extent

discrimination, responsible for gender
a) Soclological : There ar
not like girls education. The
reluctant to spend money on girls education
b) Physical : There are no schoals in certain areas girls

should walk 3 to 4 miles t
girls gaing to school. © 90 10 school. So the parents stop their

) Religious : The religions in our country dﬁa ow

ages and

e € certain communilies that do
Ncourage early marriages and

(d) Economic : Poverty of the peoplei i

main cause for discouragement of girEee pli%?: Punty s the
(e) Psychological : The traditio \

society do not allow girls for good e

on par with boys. -~
(f) Legal : Though the government is making many laws

in support of girls educati cted results are not coming.

The laws and acts tha{ﬂ ade for girls are not being

implemented properl

(g) Political %m are some departments meant for
girls education. There some ministers appointed for it. Yel
there is no improvement in the case of girls education because of

the attitude of certain politicians.

(h) Employment : People in the country believe that girls
are not fit for certain professions. The supersticious notions
prevailed in our society is responsible for not encouraging girls to
choose certain professions.
3) What is socializa

socialization and women education.

Ans. The socialization process : Socialization is the process
by which children and adult§ learn from others. We begin learning
from others during the early days of life; and most people continue
their social learning all through life.

n§,and cusloms in our
n girls are not treated

tion process? Write about
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Natural socialization occurs when infa 1

explore, play and discover the socja| world arr:) tfma(;\?h sr'oungste.»s
Planned socialization occurs when, other peop| tem. .

designed to teach or train others from infancy cmP @ take actiong
Positive socialization is the e of social learni

based on pleasurabkle and exciting experiences earning that
Negative socializatiorf occyrg v, . .

harsh criticisms or anger to try to "t e};ir}: ﬁgﬁeﬁzﬁygfmﬁ:ﬁ

we come to dislike both negative socializat;
who impose it on us, cialization and the people

Socialization & Women Education : Ifa broad profile

were drawn of the common experience of wi i

Indian society, it would highlight physical g:m&%:sp afse raae]lfg
mental or psychological negativity corhmunicated to little girls from
birth onwards. The idea of life- o{g\ dependence and ihsecurity
get communicated in terms #{é?ﬁage and motherhood being

the sole objectives of a wofn life. Communication of deep-
rooted beliefs, such as th "impurity’ of menstruation, enables gjrls
1o internalize their r ritual status under patriarchy,
Transmission of cu tu‘%iy sanctioned attitudes constitutes the
gendering proces ch guides girls into becoming socially
acceptable wo “Socialization in the family setting receiv

powerful rei ment from the modern media, including b
TV and cin

iareem
m%!«, which use these basic elements of culturento
weave gcommercially successful products which pe te
traditi in terms of its material practices & atti
\c irls education needs to be looked that in aog er a:ﬁd
more com lex and nuanced perspective than w generally
applied wi]ch reference to gender parity. This wide{ perspectl_v;
needs to be constructed on the basis of the realization that gir
lives and education is contemporary India continue to be sh.zfx'p'ed
by historical force which have their roots in culture. The spgcn 1c;2y
of India's patriarchy lies in the relation between gender an caste.
The concepts of purity and pollution are fur'?'damen’t'al to ;:a:'o;
and though women themselves are deemed "impure", the A n
burden of the maintenance oof caste purity rests on t.hemér .
engagement with the structures of knowledge gnd powtion.
necessary to devise a new policy and strategies for girls educg e
4. Write a short note on 'Rural societies &
education'. L 1t is an
Ans. Women are the centres of the any family. It

es/

"\

<
C;\{N

oo

entlo reduce
|d belonging
0ols. 15.70 lakh

established fact that they L
rural women in India, lll;era;:ythres evil in
\ o Verty and jlinese till
vulnerable groups. Due to as and o, stll provide
to the economy and to the ) Women contribute
COmbating Poverty through both
and at the work place, +in the community
The Government f Indi
of India launched » centrally sponsored
According to the scheme_ 5 sum of Rs 300
e L ) -3000/- is depositeq in th
name of the eligible girls as fixed deposit, who are enlitlled :2
andshe should have already passed 1 7=
scheme covers (i) all girls bek)nging o SC; Sa_[s; examination. The
passdf VIII and (i) all girls whe Pass VIl examinayj rﬁ
Gandhi Ba.lika Vldyalayas and enrol| in ¢ in
" nment, Govt aided and loca) body schools. jective
e scheme is to establish an enabling enviro,
mainly to SC/ST communities in, second
girls have been benifited so far under th eme. So far 3.11
In 201§. 3.7 m.illion eligible @(ﬁ ere out of school and in
rural areas girls receive an aver\a%e\o fewer than four years of
the girl child in a valuable rce for house work asd in the
fields, an additional har\\ cannot be wasted away through
price that most rural poor families cannot afford to pay. In
our so-called ‘modern India' estimates show that for every 100
40% of girls leave school even before reaching the fifth standard
and more than 15% children in schools can't read a simple story
There are many more contributing factors for this situation
in rural areas such as the distance of schools from the
shortage of female teachers, gender bias ir‘1 cun'iculurp etc.
Q5. Explain the girls education in luban societies.

! the social status of
huge chzllenges in nyra| are
CifCumsE:r;eim among the most
remunerated and unremunerateq work at home
cheme "Incentive to G;j
: Gitls for Secong Education in 2008.09.
with draw it along with interest thereon reaching 18 years of age
communities.w
the dropouts and to promote the enrolment of gj
lakh girls have benefitted in the year,
education. In rural househo@ especially amongs! the poor.
0
an education with visible gains and far too heawy a
girls in rural India only a single one reaches class 12 and almost
in Hindi, our national language.
corresponding villages, lack of sanitation facilities in schools,
Ans. According to National Sample Survey Office (NSSO)
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under the ministry of Statistics and Programme lmplemenlation
the literacy rate in urban areas is 86%. It was found that in urbar;
areas 17% of males and 13% of females completed education
level of graduation and above. Notably, the grow th in educationa|
attendance is the least among urban women. It hints at growing
challenges in educating India's burgeoning urban population,
fuelled by large scale economic migration.

Q6. Explain the girls education in Tribal Societles.

Ans. India has total tribal population of 10.43 cores which
is 8.6 of total population of India as per 2011 census. The literacy
rate among ST boys is 71.7% and among girls is 63.1%. During
the post-Independence period, the Indian government implemented
legislation and allocated funds to facilitate access to enrollment
in primary education in India. As;gfg It, both literacy rates and

gross enrollment ratios of b d girls across the general
population have increased si tially during the past 50 years.
The gross enrolment ratiofis higher in class I to V which is 137.2
for ST boys and 136.7 girls but it is only 90.7 and 87 in
class Vlto VIII. It imp t tribal enrolment declines significantly
in higher class.
Problems in Tri
1. Me
important

acces t éeg:ation. 7
%Ihe location of villages: The physical barrier&ues

a hi ce for the children to attend the school. {”/’,\
«3. Economic conditions: The economic condition of

the people is so poor that they do not desire to spare their children

or their labor and allow them to attend schools.
4. Attitude of the parents: As education does not yield

any immediate economicretumn, the tribal parents prefer to engage

their children to remunerative employment.
5. Teacher related problems: In the remote tribal areas

the teacher absenteeism is a regular phenomenon and this affects
1
largely on girls education.

girls education:

aints of tribal girl children which prevents t{)g

of language: Language is one of t}:e\

5)

. continues unabated all oyer
such cases are increasin

17
6. Lack of Proper monitor; e

hindered by poor coordination ey i
ween

Department and School Education Depanmeanbal Welfare
5. Explain women and gj|s status at present in our

Af.s.Th;z [population of women is almost half of the total
population .o”ndla. A country or a community cannot be
considered civilized where women are not honored

Indian laws have bgen made without discrimination against
women. As a result Indian women enjoy high position in our
society. Women today occupy high ranking posts like .A.S. .ES
Indian women are also in our defense services.

rf-lodem lndlan' women participate in various

2 like H?ckey, Cricket, Table tennis, Badminto e
in athletics. The contemporary Indian wome! as

and

.L.A, governors and ministers. Women of r ime like
other Teresa, Indira Gandhi, M.S.Subbul mi, Lata
fame in the

angeshkar and Prathibha Patil have achieve
areas of literature, music and acting. More adﬂj re women are
joining the field of science and technology. I fact there is no
sphere of activity in which women are u ;?Sble or incompetent.

Let's now have a look at the darkérside. Though the Indian
law does not discriminate betwe and women, the status
of women of our country toda; %acﬁcally far below the status
of men. Wife burning for fail pay dowry as demanded also

ia. It is a matter great shock that

every year. In our country bride is
burnt or murdered for non-payment of dowry. Kidnapping and
abduction of women also increased in India. Under the stringent
POCSO, 14, 913 cases were registered of which 8,800 were rapes.
Police say it is always difficult to prevent rapes committed by
family member or those known to victims. The literacy rate of
women is also lower than that of male persons alm'ost all over
India. '

Though the status of today's women in India is high, the
overall picture of women's position in India is not satisfactory



' HISTORICAL PERSPECT]

|
| CHANGING STATUS OF WOME).
1. What are the Historical Perspectives
status of women in Epic ang Vedj
reference to Kaikeyi, Sathynbha
Maitreyi and Lopamudra,
Ans : Women in Vedic Period In the Veg; .
1000 BC) matriarchy was replaced by pamafc?:;p&i'&q (4900_
and limitations of a Patriarchal System, it is said that wln hmi_ts
Vedic pesiod enjoyed a high status. In that socie omen in
remarriages were allowed. Being
Vedic women were married at a
the selection of their life partne
and visit public places and

VES anp

d chlln

C age
ma, g

9'"3
With
nrg|,

gﬁc&?: up and edugt:gd&\:
& age and had 5 voiée in
.. The women were free to attend
1al"gatherings. Manriage was not

compulsory for every girl. T vomen who remained Unmarried
and grew old in the hou her parents were called ‘Amaju.’
In the Rig-Vedie.petiod, women enjoyed full freedom for

their spiritual progre&\ d intellectual development.

of Maitreya and gi, the two women scholars in Vedan;a\ e
well known. nces are available in the Vedic literal a

ritual that the birth of a scholarly daughter.
D rs like sons were intiated into Vedic(studies and
had to a life of studentship (Brahmacharya) dévoted to

learning self-control and discipline. Many women rose to become
Philosophers well-versed in the sacred texts, poetesses, and
teachers and participated in scholarly debates. Some of them
composed the hymns of the Rig-Veda. .

Women in Epic Period The high standard of wo'rnen;
education set up during the Vedic age was fortunately conunued
to a large extent during the epic age as well. The Ramayaf‘a a’:e
Mahabharata, (500 BC - 200 AD) the epics of lndl::a.r:e
resplendent with acts and achievements of a good mané/on qave
and qualified women. The Mahabharata, a'hterary C_ria o o
sanction to many new social customs of inter-racia :f Comen
caste marriages. The Mahabharata viewed the nature

|

\,&M}%ife.
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as inherently bage

—

' 4 T ',
obedience 1o the, ”"::‘., “rharte, ”wvr.:ﬁ\—'*‘“ U
/\C('()"’In(l 1o Ull-v”,. , Yrw e 5, e
images created ang 'M'.l-:lnn{jd : “lar, Urdor .
on ‘h“ one hillld a5 "l(‘ l.‘fl’l');)d:" ! 'UVLM-’ n, W’;n.vn .-n..ryl ":‘ ,.' ":
on the other hang they are -r;m:.m"""”"'/ar:d tp.;.'-;.;z . '.:(‘
dependent creatures, requiring cl'u./ { 4, Cortiny 5
Kaikeyi ; Kﬂikey, in the ,m tant g iarihy ot oo
of king Dasharatha's three u;w'ef""r, pic Kamnmr, i

/\yodhyakand Rama says that V“"i:‘:'!vl_.q-{‘:ar. of P,
Kaikeyi was mother of Bharata, T.heﬁ}‘.' ther Y
means belonging to Kekeyz Kingdon, r‘;:m .Va.u::_»,, i

of the Kekaya clan, tq whom Kajker -pl-grmg the r.l &.,
da@er of king Ashwapati. Y1 belonged ¢ N
it arly Life: As daughter of the might, Asty., ?‘u

ally of Kosala, Kaikeyi marrieqd Dasharaths e b . ... sy

Rama along with Sita and Lak \ b bk
because of Kaikeyi's demang Kaij,f&%%:m indeiis
own sun as king of Ayodhya So

send Rama to forest and make
she requested Dasharatha 1t
Bharata as King. po

Sathyabhama; myabhama is the seconc mos:
important wife of d;g%%ﬁishna. The second wife of Keisi 7.,
the avatar of the G nu, Sathyabhama is bel:eved 1o e an
avatar of Bhudevi, the earth goddess and consort of Vishny: She
is known for her strong will and tantrums. She aidec Keismma
defeat the demon Narakasura.

Gargi: Gargi Vacha Knavi (born about 700 Bc) was an
ancient Indian philosopher in Vedic Literature she is honored as
a great natural philosopher, renowned expounder of the Vedas,
and known as Brahmavadini, a person with knowledge of Brahma
Vidya. In sixth and eighth Brahmana of Brihadaranyaka
Upanishad, her name is prominent as she participates in the
brahmayajna, a philosophic debate organized by king Janaka of
Videha and challenges the sage Yajnavalkya with perp!ex.ng
Questions on the issue of Atman (soul). She is'also said to h"“"?'
written many hymns in the Rigveda. She remained a celibate ail

ted inmakn- v
qQuested Dasharasr, +,

{2t as king of Ayods -
d Rama to fores: and n g
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m veneration m
her Mi;zr::i.‘f:; daughter of sage Vachakny 1nnl\;]eenl§:_?nal Hin, 2
Garga (800 - 500 BCE) was T\ameé aﬂel’ her faufeg
Vachaknavi from a young age 5?9. evn'\ced keen intere:t S Gary
Scriptures and became very plro_ncnent in fields o philetiny,
became highly knowledgeab.g in the Vedas ang U

the vedic times and held intellectual debates

i hers.
Phxlosgg’ameyi: Maitreyi was a Hi.ndu Philosophe, "
during the later Vedic period in ancient India. She is ho
in the Brihadaranyaka Upgmsh_ad as one of two y; e
vedic sage Yajnavalkya, he is estimated to have |iyeq aro e
8th century BCE. In the l_-llndp epic Mahabhafata auncl the
Ghyasutras, however Man.treg.u is described ag an aféd t_he
philosopher who never married in ancient Sanskrit lternty Vaita
is known as a Brahmavadini. \‘é e, she
Ten hymns in the Rigveda! are attributed tq Maitr

she explored the hindu cor:@?;éf Atman in a dj alogue,er and

anisha'ds 3

With maln

. ' ] . i di ove s
driven by a persons soul a lh'eyl Iscusses the Nature

ity of
man and Brahman umti‘,‘é) core of Advaita philosophy, 'rha;st
Maitreyi - Yajnaval dialogue is the topic of sureshvara's
varttika, a commem‘gq.

philosophical achievements. She is considered a symbol idn
intellectual ,omen, and an institution is named in heg.
newdelhi’) “

Lopamudra : Lopamudra is also known as kaushital.d
and varaprada as a female philosopher according to ancient vedllc
Indian literature. She was the wife of the sage agastya who is
believed to have lived in the rigveda period (1500-IZOQBC) as
many hymns have been attributed as her contribqtiqn .tc.> this veda.
She was not only the consort of agastya but a nshnl.clx in h;lar ::s!:\
right as she was the well known rishiki who wrote the "pancha
mantra of the sakta tradition of Hinduism. < in the

There are three versions of lopamudra legend: otr;fa Ewhere
Rigveda hymns: the second is in the epic mahabharz as'ty rishi
there is an elaborate version with a mention th'at Log mudre.
did penance at Gangadwara, with the help of his wife LoP

Maitreyi is)cited as an example of the educationae\
opportunitie ilable to women in vedic india, and fhei |
ur in

g

g

|

O;%zr wards called Lakshmibai in honour
«/ Lakshmi.

The name Lopamyg

Ia signif; 2
and plants suffered by gjying ?E:iles the loss (g g animaj
Agastya created her. I distingtjye beauties whers\

2. What are the histoy

ical
status of women Per

inm

edieva| i 1
reference to a)Ranj |, i Bai, o) Cp pecial
reference to ) kshmj Bai, b) Chennamrl:a
Ans : Women in the middle ages

ages, a period of European
century to tha 15" century,
mother, peasant, artisan, ap
leadership roles, such as abb

Rani of Jhansi :

Biography : La T
19 Nov r 1828 in the holy tow:i - vkshmban was borp

" ra H 3
Brah'}gig;‘g S'?ethw“ named Manikarnika and § aﬁ\
n ant. Her father was Moropan; T;

&E&athi Spare. Mani pan’ ‘ambe & other

n
Karnika was married t & ;
si, Raja Gangadhar Rao Newalkar, inj r{:ygw haraja of

! €S ... during the midd!

::élory lia:tlmg from around L;:e 5f
men held the posj; 4

d o ol Positions of wife,

as some important
€SS or queen regnant.

2 and was
indu goddess

In 1851, Ranio Lakshmibai had Mgls(?,‘Damodar Rao. He
died at the age of about four months. '©On the day before the
Raja’'s death in November 1853_.8 adopted a son. His name

was Anand, but was rename ééaodar, after their actual son

The raja wrote a letter to the %g overnment of India requesting
that his widow should b nised as the ruler of Jhansi after

his death during her life timé. After the death of her husband the
head of the British Government of India, Lord Dalhousie refused
to allow her adopted son to become raja and Jhansi was then
ruled by the Biritish.

After all the British in Jhansi had been killed by mutinous
Indian troops in June 1857 the Rani took over the administration
provisionally until the British returned. However she had to form
an army to defeat the invading forces of orchha and Datia and
the British believed she had been responsible for the earlier British
deaths. In March 1858 British forces led by Sir Hugh Rose came
to Jhansi to take. back the city from the Rani who now wanted
Independence Jhansi was besieged and finally taken after strong
resistance. Many of the people of the city were killed in the fighting

of

-
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and many more afterwards. The Rani s
with the Maratha general Tantya Topec?lf:: tO.Kalpi ng
the battle of Kotah Ki Serai in which the Britigp, Fsexzed Guya Nty
by Sir Hugh Rose conquered Gwalior, Fought °ort:es COmmg
1858 she died. N 17 ang lsgded
Chennamma : Kittur Chennamma (230 une
February 1829) was the queen of Kittyr, 4 Ctober 19 8.0
Karnataka. She was one of the Indian Femaleprul\cely State |
armed rebellion against the British East India CON er to a:
because of the effect of doctrine of Lapse. The res_pany in 1824
with her arrest and she became a symbo| of the [lS:jance endeq
Movement in India. In the state of Karnataka Shen~ €Pendenc,
along with Abbakka Rani, Keladi Chennamma ‘.'m g or‘\S ﬁeﬂebfated
as the foremost women warriors and patriots, a e°bawa,
Burial place : Rani Chefinammas S :
place is in Bailhongal taluk, b Qt“g‘:kn neglecte?;?:tzl wo:h Buria|
maintenance and the pla é%’surrounded by a Smla I Poor
maintained by Governm t&a’gencies. park
Rudramadevi
Maharaja sometime

led Rudramadevi or Rudramadevi was
a Monarch of thetKakatiya dynasty in the Deccan plateau
1263 until her déQ . She was one of the very Few women
as Monarq}s\@\lndia and promoted a male image in o;@

SO. W ¥
%fljas the first and the only woman to rule \T&Lﬁ/ndhra.

She/tyas married to Veera Bhadra, but lost him e .
“The yadava king Mahadeva invaded the tiya empire
during the years 1268-70. But nothing came out of this. It was a
mere raid and did not result in any loss of territory to the Kakatiyas.
3. What are the perspectives and changing status of
women in British age with special reference to a)
Victoria b) Elizebeth c) Noor Jahan
Women in British Period : During the
position of women was miserable. The freedom
during the Vedic times was long forgotten. It was RaJ?o “bolish the
Roy who came forward and took a very bold step 2 el ritual

custom of ‘Sati Sahagamana’ which was ahvf:lni’ts Jowest eb
imposed on women. The status of women rﬁac etury. But indue
in India during the British period — that is 18" Cen

British rule, the
they enjoyed
Ram Mohan

o

2

*{"{»

e

~w,

course of time, many ne
] ’ w for,

steadily helped to upgrag, hexc:s e iNto exigy,
of Women. “The Brisish ) Oat :A\cording ton
practices and to Putan eng t'o ‘heou" ied to ch
passed by the British helped to ; ~ OMeof (h
Christian missionaries ang |ng;, "7 PrOe the
Mohan Roy, Ishwa; Chandn
Saraswathi, Annie Besant, '
Saraswathi, D.K. Karve op,

2
Ce Slow|y and
E“Wdopacdia
eck all these evil
. et::fgislative acts
alus of wome
s xiad reformers like Raja ra:r;
ama Baj R vasagar, ayananda
hi h i anade, Pangiy Rama Bai
as infanticide, infant marri, everal inhuman Custor
urdah etc. As a resy| 9e, enforced widowhood ek
purc Lo ult of such literacy engeg,, oo, iteracy,
against women were recogniseq by law, It i ors, the cruelties
from the nineteenth century |, - Itis noteworthy thay

to work for the elevation of the :ts;,?,:tfm‘:(’:m‘::f:]e& also began
e sogiety.

Victoria : Victoria (Alexandri
2 rina Victoria:

2 @uary 1901) was queen of the Uniltcet:j)r;(ai'nz4 l‘f o
. in and Ireland from 20 June 1837 unti h FxGrea'
ay 1876, §he adopted the additiona] title 6I/KMPress , fl i 1
Victoria Married was the daughter of frince Edwa(r)d rI])dl:
of kent and strathearn, the fourth son 6L.King George i B:t}e\
the Dl{ke of kent and king George 1|l died4n 1820, and \f;ctoria
was raised unc!er close supervisior&\ 1 German born Mother
princess Victoria of saxe — Cob Irg* Saal feld. She inherited the
thronge aged 18, after her fathers three elder brothers had all

died, leaving no survivgﬁ(%egmmate children. The United
Km'gdom was already lished constitutional Monarchy, in
wl:nch the sovereiggb relatively litile direct political power.
Privately, Victoria attemipted to influence Government Policy and
Ministerial appointments publicly she became a National lcon
who was identified with strict standards of Personal Morality.

Victoria Married her first cousin, prince Albert of Saxe-
Coburg and Gotha, In 1840. After Alberts death in 1861, Victoria
plunged into deep mourning and avoided public appearances.

Her reign of 63 years and seven months is known as the
Victorian era. It was a period of Industrial, cultural, political,
Scientific and military change within the united Kir'mgdom. and
was marked by a great expansion of the British empire. She was
the last British Monarch of the house of Hanover.

Elizabeth 1 of England: Elizabeth was queen of England



Cg\‘&“@ ” ‘i’“‘w/

and Ireland from 17 November 1558 until deam
the virgin queen, Gloriana or Good queen Besg the %h I3
Elizabeth was the last monarch of the Tudordy Na'sty childleg
In 1558, Elizabeth succeeded her half-sis er to ,
and set out to rule by good ccunsel. One of her firgy ait!hrone
queen was the establishment of an English protestant ch on ag
which she became the supreme Governor. urch, of
Elizabeth's reign is known as the Elizabethan era
HER MAJESTY QUEEN ELIZABETH 11 '
INTRODUCTION
Her Majesty The Queen was born in London
1926 and later christened Elizabeth Alexandra Mary. She
the first child of the Duke and Duchess of York, who late; becaWas
King George VI and Queen Elizabeth. The princess Elizaber:;we
along with her sister the Princes Margaré}\(born four years Iater).
had her education at home and, h&sﬁ '

: er father succeeded to
the Throne in 1936, became heire esumptive. Shortly after

her eighteenth birthday, she was"appointed Counsellor of State
during the King's absence an the first time, exercised certain
functions of the Crown. .«

After the Second Wé@ ar, The Princess Elizabeth's public
engagements grew i ber and frequency. On November 20,

on April 21,

lizabeth married Lieutenant Philip

1947, The Prin

Mountbatten, M\\éﬂis Royal Highness The Prince Philip Duk

of Edinburgh.{/n CA
The first toured Canada as their Royal High

The Prine lizabeth and the Duke of Edinburgh in the-aufumn

of 1951fravelling from coast to coast. ¥

On numerous fronts, The Queen's relationship with Canada
and Canadians continues to grow stronger with each passing
year. She has given Her patronage to many Canadi'an
organizations and retains a special relationship with the Canadian
Forces.

Nurjahan: Nurjahan (31 May 1577 -17 Decembef 164‘5)
born Mehr-Un-Nissa was the twentieth and most favc?ume wife
of the Mughal emperor Jahangit. She acted as his chlef consort
and Padshah Begum officially from 1620 -1627, after its pregé%us
holder, Jahangir's wife, Saliha Banu Begum had died in 1 0.

Nurjahan meaning light of the world. In 1594, when

7

25
Nurjahan was seventeen years old. She married her first husband
Aliquli Istajlu. In 1611 May 25 when Nurjahan was thirty four
years old she married her second husband Jahangir Nuriahan
died on 17 December 1645 at age 68.

Nurjahan in popular culture: Novelisn Indu
Sundaresan has written three books revolving arcung the life of
Nurjahan. Nurjahan's daughter written by Tanushree Poddar,
many poems have also been written on her life.

4. What is the status of the women in the present
age and what are the changes and special refers

to (a) Indira Gandhi (b) Sushma Swaraj (c)

Bandaranayake (d) Kiranbedi (e) Kalpana Chawla

(f) Prathiba Patil (g) Meerakumar.

Ans. Status of Indian women began to change radically
duringhésmodern period. The status of Indian wo w‘n:has
radi anged since independence. Both the stru and

mwi changes provided equality of oppoﬁunities¢é\ men in
@c tion, employment and political parﬁcipatig%E
'S rful woman

Indira Gandhi: Indira Gandhi, the mos

of the century, was born on 19 November 1 nd passed away
C:} on 31 October 1984. %

A great politician, her most fa %& achievement is the
victory against Pakistan in 1971 ut as we know, great
leaders have many enemies tog; ‘itds not surprising that she was
assassinated. Born in Allahab ad education in Switzerland,
Oxford, Bombay, Pune an antiniketan. She married Feroz
Gandhi in 1942 and sons Rajiv Gandhi and Sanjay
Gandhi.

She provided dynamic leadership to the country as Prime
Minister from 1966 to 1977 and again from 1980 to 1984. She
abolished privy purses, nationalized banks and launched the 20-
point programme for the eradication of poverty in the country.
She had been the recipient of many international and national
awards including Bharat Ratna in 1972. She was assassinated
on 31st October 1984 and India lost a charismatic leader in her
death. Being influenced and inspired by her parents, Indira
Gandhi rose to power in India and eventually became the prime
minister. She dedicated her life to the welfare of the country despite
the overwhelming problems and challenges she encountered. A
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briliant political strategist and thinker, Indira S
extraordinary desire for political power. POssesseq an
Indira Gandhi. from her early years rya .
national liberation struggle. During the 1930 S active ip the
lormed the 'Vanar Sena’, children's brigad Movement, she
fighters. € 1o help freedqp,
She became a member of the Indi i
1938. Her public aclivity entered zd;aelN;}t:::;’l C_Ongress in
lndep@dencg in 1947. She took over the responsib'l'Wlth India's
the Prime Minister's house. The Congress, which lhlty i unning
political home eversince her childhood, soon drew h e en her
_”o"“sal roles, first as member of the Congress Worki:r l?:to leaang
:: 1(9)\;3 alnd later as a member of the Central Parliamegnta’f’r:1 gmee
Congms.s nS }1959_, she elected as President of the Indian Nat'c,arCI
ss. She oriented Congress society and enthused th ional
anerz;uor;] with task of nation-buildigg. Syonge
~ Inthe eventful years o h% eadershi i ini

Indian society underwent préfeun cha:;:.lgf?::;girrmﬁ:en
|dn .Ifmr endeavor for the unj solidarity of the nation. A staungg
cfender of the seculatsdeals of the Constitution, she worked

tirclessly for the sq{?y and economic advancement of the
isi

minorities She had}g

economy. She fought boldly and vigorously against communalism,
obscurantisnr*révivalism and religious fundamentalism of all types
She repe Egdlv warned the nation that communalis
obscu,;,a%sm were the tools employed by the fo&of
destabilization. She laid down her life in defense of th€ ideals on
which flie unity and integrity of the Republic are founded. The
martyrdom of Mahatma Gandhi and Indira Gandhi for upholding
the unity of India will reverberate across the centuries. Rarely in
history has one single individual come to be identified totally with
the fortunes of a country. She became the indomitable symbol of
India's self-respect and self-confidence. Death came to her when
she was at her peak, when her stature and influence were

acclaimed the world over.

Indira Gandhi was, undoubtedly,
leaders of India. She was the {irst and only woman to be elected
as the Prime Minister. She is also redarded as the most
controversial political leader of the country for her unprecedented

one df the greatest political

on of a modern self-reliant and dynamic .
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o —
decision of imposing "a state ol emer " e 3
criticized for carying out the Operation Bglj;]-csynalr ?r:];z’t:::xb :1‘ 5-(:
eventually scripted her assassination on 31 Octobr 1984) °
b. Sushma Swaraj: Sushma Swaraj is an Indan
Ppolitician, Former supreme court lawyer and the current mimister
of External Affairs of India. Swaraj is the second woman 16 be
India's minister of External Affairs, alter Indira Gandhi she has
peen elected seven times as a member of parliament and three
times as a member of legislative assembly. At the age of 25 in
1977, she became the youngest cabinet minister of North Indian
State of Haryana. She also served as 5th chief Minister of Delhi
for a brief term in 1998.
In the 2014 Indian General election, she won the Vid:sha
ency in Madhya Pradesh, for a second term. She becarnc

consti
m;}gu%nal Affairs Minister in the union cabinet on %?g\z

‘.
"y,

Early Life and Education: Sushma Swaray'was bor
{ardev Sharme

and Shrimati Laxmi Devi. Educated Sanatan.Dharma Coliege in

Ambala Cantonment and earned a bachglersiegree with mejors
in Sanskrit and Political Science. She ed Law e! Punja

University. ?‘
Career: In 1973 Swaraj sta&\e practice as an advocate

in the Supreme Court of India

Personal Life: Duri umes of Emergency, on Jui,
13, 1973 Sushma Swara%ﬁl‘ ied Swaraj Kaushal a peer ard
fellow advocate at the Op\ me Court if India. The couple have a
daughter Bansuri.

Awards: + She was
Haryana State Assembly. + Sush
Parliamentarian award twice in the
the first ever and the only woman M.P to receive the outst
Parliamentarian award.

Shirani Bandaranayak
Bandaranaike commonly known as Sirimavo Bandaranaike wes
a Srilankan States woman and politician and the modern world s
First Female head of government. She served as Prime Minister
of Ceylon and Srilanka three times, 1960-65, 1970-77 and 1994-
2000 and was a long-time leader of the Srilankan Freedom party

at Amabala Cantt, Haryana on 14-02-1952

given the Best speaker award by the
ma Swaraj received the Best

years 2008 and 2010 Shes
anding

e: Sirima Ratwatte Dias



Bandaranaike was the widow of a previous Srilankan Pri
Minister, Solomon Bandaranaike, and the mother of
fourth Executive President, Chandrika Kumaratunga, as well

nura Bandaranaike, former speaker and Cabinet Minister %

CHANDRIKA BANDARANIKE KUMARATUNGA

INTRODUCTION: President Chandrika Bandaranaike
Kumeratunga was born to one of Srilanka's most distinguished
families on 25th June 1945.

Her father. SWRD Bandaranaike, was a senior Minister of
the Government at the ime of her birth. He was later to become
the Prime Minister of the country, while her mother, Sirimavo
Bandaranaike, was to become the world's first woman Prime
Minister in 1961.

President Kumaratunga h
Convent, Colombo. President
lecturer at the Jawaharlal N
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N Prime
Srilanka's

L\

weducaﬁon at St. Bridget's
tunga has been a guest
iversity in New Delhi and the
Bradferd University in U. he was a Research Fellow at the
insutute of Commonwe dies, University of London from
"fEbS 0 1991, Presideit Kumaratunga inherited the liberal political
sosophy of her father, the late SWRD Bandaranaike. In her

i . e was also greatly influenced by the radica!
mantof the 1660s. The abiding element of that

Niment to the welfare of the deprived,
ged and the disadvantaged. Her unsha
vent io the imperatives of a plural sodiety has %Me
nsistent stretegy in her approach to politics. Sh en
litical activist from her early youth, establis! grass
root contacis far and wide throughout the country.

KIRAN BEDI : Kiran Bedi is the first woman IPS officer
of india She got recognition in 2 field which was dominated by
male oficers for so long. She showed a great amount of courage
and dedication to her work and won the respect of all her
colieagues who worked with her. She transformed the Tihar Jail

mpletely during her stint there and made things much better for
the inmates.

. A1 52, Kiran Bedi is not an imposing figure. Yet her jron
wil and Ceep sense of spirituality mades her more formidable
than her physica! presence would suggest. In India, a land where

A
)
K\'y

iay's vastly changed world circumstances is heQ\

~ip
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women struggle against the second-class status rcoted in an
ancient culture that has not caught up with the equal rights law:s
of its young government, Bedi's achievements have made her a
role model and a hero to other Indian women.

Born on June 9, 1949 to parents who didn't ciing to he
ways, Bedi had advantages not available to the average :
woman. She made the best use of those advanges i 022
good education, eventually receiving her Ph D Her »mto-eer -
sports revealed her self-discipline and de:e;mma: onas N s
many titles including the Junior National Lawt
Championship in 1966. the Asian Lawn Tenn:is Cr Ar
in 1972, and the All-India Interstate Women's L.zuw’

chagenship in 1976. She also won three gcic.
ilv

s &dals at the Women's Festival Sports heidi.. 1€ \\
In July of 1972, she became the first female ey A
ia when she joined the Indian Police Service iPS ?\ <
drew attention, although it was not always EQC
was the case when, as a traffic cop on dufy. 2’
function, she ticketed cars belonging to hi & .7
Despite this, she rose through the ranks, p g hefse‘: ac
law enforcement officer who was t?b When she
warranted, but always fair. She ell aware that !
were often the biggest violators of human rights. Yet. ¢
that it was the police who in the bes: pos.neT
champion of human righ applied this philcscp
stage of a career as a

cop, a narcotics offl zen.
terrorist specialist, al

Lo

inistrator. Bedi fel
should do more than catch the bad guys and p:
She saw her role as a police officer as an cppoTe™
people, to show them the way to a beter life.
The greatest challenge to her philosophy came &7 2
she was promoted to the rank of Inspecter Genema
and given the responsibility of managing the largcs
notorious prison in the Asia Pacific area. Tit
approximately 8,500 prisoners, mosty male. Rife w @
where prisoners were denied basic human rnights an
fear of prison officials, Tihar's uncfficial utle of
well deserved. Bedi's approach was, in her apcal
on. She visited the prisoners. She talkec to themr and

3

ar
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ds of call
dmg trade was alci)\‘;]:

the horrible living conditions they endured at the ha

n
and cruel guards. She also learned that the
and well inside the prison.

One of her first official acts was to maia
box. Prisoners could lodge complaints about treatment o e

Xpress
concerns on paper. They would then place the Paper into a b
that was locked until Bedi unlocked it. She personally read thezx
complaints every day and acted upon them. Unethical and illegael
power of guards over prisoners dissipated. Prisoners began to
believe that they would at least get fair treatment.

As per Bedi's orders, sanitation problems were cormrected
and proper nutrition was provided. Bedi introduced drug treatment
programs and created an atmosphere that encouraged prayer
and meditation. Literacy progra f&ere instituted wherein
educated prisoners put their skills t d use teaching their fellow
prisoners. Legal advocacy by mEA tes who were lawyers was
encouraged. Bedi had trees plénted in a central area of the prison
to put a tangible expressio e environment she planned to
create. Bedi then took{abold step to reinforce the posilive
behavioral changes resultifig from the many programs she had
instituted. She begah acdurse in Vipassana, an ancient technique
of self-purificatio ich has experienced a public revival in India
after having be I but lost for centuries. Participants spent*
rigorous te Tﬁs in meditation and prayer, learning to ob éfv’é
themselv% ing, reading, drinking, smoking, and Muaﬂ%ﬂw
were fgtbidden during this period of confinement. No 6ne might
leave once the course has begun and the periods to eat, rést, and
meditate were strictly scheduled. As the course progressed, the
participant was brought face-to face with himself. This reality
check has had a positive impact on many of the prisoners. Many
prisoners felt the course rehabilitated them as it forced them to
liik directly and without excuses into their dark sides. More than
1,000 prisoners signed up for the second offering of the course.
Today, two courses per month are offered at the prison. Dr. Kiran
Bedi's achievernents and hard work have not gone unnoticed.
She receive the Police Medal for Gallantry as well as the Asia
Region Award for Work in Prevention of Drug abuse. In 1994

she was awarded the Ramon Magsasay Award, also known as
the Asian Nobel Prize. In 1997, Bedi was the recipient of the

fain a complajn
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Swiss-German Jgseph Beuys Award for Holistic and Innovative
Management. With her hard work and strong deterrmination she
could prove herself as a successful woman.

KALPANA CHAWLA : Kalpana Chawla was born on
March 17, 1961. She was an Indian-American astronaut with
NASA. She was one of seven crewmembers killed in the Space
Shuttle Columbia disaster. . .

Kalpana Chawla was born in a family at Karnal (Haryana)
in 1961 to Banarasi Lal Chawla and Sanjyothi. She was born in
Model Town Karnal. Her interest in flying was inspired by
J.R.D.Tata, a pioneering Indian aviator and indusnxali§l. Kalpana
h.as‘ o sisters, Sunit and Deepa, and a brother, Sanjay. As she

t“&esyoungest. the family members gave her the n krame
w'In 1983, she met and married Jean-Pierr Fﬁ\ son, a
ng instructor and aviation writer. She became %‘cwzen n

1990. Education: Chawla completed ha';}é/éﬁer school';ng a:
Tagore Public School, Karnal. Sl?e rned her fBach; 3; aob
Engineering B.E degree in aeronautical @n lgeeérg roTe u j(he
Engineering College in Chandfg 198d. e {:c:e Lo e
United States in 1982 and obt I:.icoengée; Ié i c
e D de s s::cr:: engineering in ]98ifrom

i er that year she bega™
e Eini"g::ng;C\? lor— iden(:l:)l;j g;li_r::et Methods, Inc. “:":e
\:;1061' d?dg CFD resea%on Vertical/Short Takegﬂ afr;? a];fpr;a;\ ei.
Chawla held a Certificated Flight Instructor ;’ahrr\\gé mu}:\,:-engme
gliders and Commercial Pilot licenses for sing FeCaC e ned
airplanes, seaplanes and gliders. She held an f

ici jo license.
Technician Class Amateur Radio ‘
: Chawla jo
NASA Career: Kalpana
astronaut corps in March 1995 and was selected for her

i 1997 as
" lggfl.er first space mission began on Noven‘lst;legn}: Columbia
part of the six astronaut crew that flew th-e Spl:cen woman and the
flight STS-87. Chawla was the first .Indlan- f‘;‘;lowing cosmonaut
second person of Indian oSrZQin to ﬂg C:Siselia::acecra-‘i- On her fire
in 19 ina . B . ) b s O'-'
Tsn'zsa;;\: g}?ac:«;&e:aLeled over 10.4 million miles in 252 orot

1986 and a Ph.D. degree i

inec the NASA
first fight



1
K\g N
P
S &
N 9
%0 -
the earth logging more =
) 1an 372 hours
she was responsible for deploying "l;-‘;ln partay 2 STS-87
malfunctioned necessit

and the defined f
ground control. e procedures

After the completion
Wwas assigned to technical
performance in which was
her peers.

In 2000 she was selected for her seco, i
. nd flight
crew of. STS-10_7. This mission was repeatedlygdelaa;ed d
scheduling conflicts and technical pro S such as the July l;(a)(;g

discovery of cracks in the shuttle engini i
16, 2003, Chawla finally re %k sorocs o danuary

of STS-87 post-

flight activities
Ppositions in th Kalpana

€ astronaut office, her
h a special award from

Part of the

tu; .
the ill-fated STS-107 mission. i Creenoroad Columbia on

: lacs res; n Sl sfeas .
the microgravity experimon : Ponsibilities included

r which the crew conducted ]
80 experiments studyin h and s - nearly
Pace scien
technology developme(gﬁ ce, advanced
t

d astronaut health and safety.
Chawla's last visi ndia was during the 1991-1992 New
vear holiday when %ﬁd her husband spent time with her family.

na died in the Space Shuttle Columbi

Death:
disaster which“gccurred on Febraury 1, 2003, when the Spége,

Shuttle C \ir@ia disintegrated over Texas during re-entry intg
the Ea osphere, with the loss of all seven crew ers,
shorﬂ@; e it was scheduled to conclude its 28th missi , STS-
107.

Posthumously awarded: .

4+ Congressional Space Medal of Honor

+ NASA Space Flight Medal

4+ NASA Distinguished Service Medal

Pratbha Devisingh Patil : Pratiba Devisingh Patil (born
19 December 1934) is the 12th President of the Republic of India
and first woman to hold the office. She was sworn in as President
of India on 25th July 2007, succeeding Dr. A.PJ. Abdul Kalam.
She is a member of the Indian National Congress (INC), was
nominated by the ruling United and Indian Laeft.. She won the
presidential election held on 19 July 2007 defeating her nearest

<‘3\¢;ection to the Maharashtra State Legislature /{2
ont
e

q;‘{”
K\'y

miron Singh ShekhN

Early Life: Pratibha Patil yas born i .

Jalgaon District, Maharashtra, ot in Nadhaon village c|
She received her early education {rom RR Vidual
i . yalaya.
Jalgaon and later obtained hen: master's degree in Politjca| Scrence
and Economics from. the Mooljee Jaitha College in Jalgaon, which
was then affliated with the University of Poona, While in collens
she took active part in sports, excelled in table tennis ang ‘Ai}:
several shields at various inter- collegiate tournamerts Even
an MLA, she pursued her studies as a law student Later, sho
obtained a law degree from the Government Law College. cf 1t »
University of Bombay.
Career : Worked on various social activitis. es
uplift of the poor. Pratibha Patil started her pref QY

as a practicing lawyer at the Jalgaon District %{)\‘
At the young age of 27 she successfully coﬁsi: ¥

m

ha Ja!

Do+

for t

Assembly constituency. Subsequently she w: .
four times as MLA from the Edlabad (Muktai Negar; constnuens,
until 1985. Patil was a close aide and ante of the Higpe
guru Allen Ginsberg. She used hertinfluence to help Grnsbery
avert jail during his visit to lndia_‘@\ 62. Patil was President o
the League for Spiritual Elightenment from 1667-6% ar‘.d v
believed that she consume hedelics with Neem Karo‘.: Baha
and Ram Dass. Thereaft rved as a Member of Peri:ame:
in the Rajya Sabha h&’ﬂ% to 1990 anc} later elected as 2
Member of Parliam e 10th Lok Sabhain thg 1991 Ger:e.n.:.
Elections from the %vaﬁ constituency. She enjoys the u.nmé
distinction of not having lost a single election that she conteste
© dat%atil represented Edlabad constituency in Jalgafn Dﬁ:lf(
Maharashtra as a member of the Mahyashtra (etglesRa-w
Assembly (1962-1985) and was deputy cha\:wom:n ?‘w‘-t; S
Sabha (1986-1988) Member of Parl}ament ..vomh n;.vs‘u“nwa'
Loksabha (1991-1996) and the 24th 9_nd thc‘dl. t
Governor of Rajasthan (2004-2007). Positions :2 N
+ Deputy Minister, Public Health, thlb“;i{éhar;sh':c
Housing and Parliamentary Affairs. cherpment of Mahar
from 1967 to 1972,

ucus'y e’



+ Cabinet Minister, Social Welfare MN

ff’c policing

Government of Maharashtra from 1972 to 1974
4+ Cabinet Minister, Public Health and Soci
Government of Maharashtra :om 1974 to 15’5 ocial Welfay,
"+ Cabinet Minister, Prohibition, Rehabilitatio '
Affairs, Government of Maharashtra from 1975 ¢ n laNd Cultyry
+ Cabinet Minister, Urban Development (; i
Government of Maharashtra from 1982 to 1983 ang Housing,
+ Cabinet Minister, Civil supplies and 'son-
Goven'"'nent of Maharashtra from 1983 to 1985 &;l w'elfa,e
Op;?051glon, she also served as the Leader of Om;os.nxle in the
Legislative Asseembly of Maharashtra from July 1979 t| Febre
1980.‘ Sonia Gandhi described fier nomination a Offl?raury
occasuc;;ul" in ln&ia‘s 60th year &ebendence # '8 Tislotic
eira Kumari is a an Politici : Ve ti
member of parliament. E t»:lectedlll'jfmlg;;p:;gdaas’,'“:he fime
woman spea!<er of Lokéabha and served from 2009 to 20§4ﬁrst
memb+ S}}e is a lawyerand a former diplomat. Prior to bein. a
er of the 15th’L bha. She has been elected earliergto

the 8th,11th,12

minister in istry sl iusti
of social justice a
Manmoha J nd empoweremen

ingh's congress led Government (2004-
. Edrlylife : Meira Mumar was born in Aﬁrah. Bg?)-
Jor.mét Députy Prime minister and prominent Dali der,
h% i Ram, and a freedom fighter Indrani devi. mpleted'
hets L””i‘a’x‘;d It_yLs?1 at I:draprastha college and Mifanda house
rsity. She also received
Banaslt:hali vidyapith in 2010. an honoren daorste fe
‘ oreign service : In 1970, she joined th i i

service and.spent her life in many coSr{:';Z @ Indian forelen
. Political career : Meira kumar entered electoral politics
in 1985 and was elected from Bijnor in U.P.

Ml\feminist moveme!

d 14th Loksabha. She served as a cabi:&t?“w
e
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UNIT- 4 —
LEGAL ISSUES OF GENDER

Describe women's rights. (Or
women's rights in various wall(cs 2( ‘IAi’ft.a( are the
Ans. Women during the early Vedic period enjoyed equa
en in all aspects of life Indian women's position ir'
society further deteriorated during the medieval period. Durin.g.
the British Raj many reformers such as Ram Mohan Roy. Ishwar
Chan%a Vidyasagar fought for the betterment of women.
\3:\ omen'_s rights are the rfghts and entitlements claimed for
@ven and girls of many societies worldwide, and f \ the
is to the women's rights movement in the 19 ﬁi and
nt during the 20th century. | countries.

tutionalized or supported w, local custorn.

these rights are insti
and behavior where as in others they?sy be ignored or

suppressed.

1. Right to Privacy: Rig pfivacy is specifically 2
human as well as fundamental right of a woman- In Internai:one’
Law, Article 12 of the univers claration of Human Rights
1948, says "No one shall. bjected to arbitary interference
with her privacy, family, home or correspondence, not to attacks
upon her honour & tation.

Indian Law: ndia a right to privacy may be acquired
by virtue of a local custom or grant of special permission- The
right of privacy does not arise from s a creation
of custom.

2. Right to vote or be electe
positions: Right to vote for and to be ele
position has been declare
citizens of a country, of w

status with m

presumption but i

d on conslilutional
cted ona conslituliona‘
right of all ad=”
religion they ma¥

| declaration of Human
he right to take part 7
through freely choser

be.
Article 21 of the universa
“Everyone has t

Rights 1948 declares: _
the Government of his country. directly or

representatives.
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d conduc'

. on of Hym
right to freedom t:;

€ may be compelleq

3. Right to form, take part in ap
a§soclntionns: Article 20 of the universal declarat;
Rights 1948 declares that everyone has the
Peaceful assembly and association. But no on
to belong to an association.

4. To make compldint or representa
National Commission for women: Under ttl:z“l\l::t)iothc
Commission for wornen Act, 1990, the National commission rf\al
women has been constituted. o

5. Right to marry: A woman to whatever caste or religion
she may belong, has a right to marry on her attaining majority,

Acts: (a) Marriage under the Hindu Marriage Act 1955
(b) Marriage under the special M Ne Act 1954, (c) M'arriagé
under the Jammu and Kashmi ﬁ Marriage Act, 1980.

6. Right to conceive“or not or of Abortion: Under
lhg Textual Hindu Law sefua] intercourse is not for recreation or
enjoyment but for pro, n only.

7. Right to Edtigation: Article 13 recognizing the right

Rights adoBg 1948, enshrines the equal rights of men

37
1o women in
alluts policies
n equally. The

ortunities in the matter of public appointment.
ﬁ,r:jr‘l’a. + Artlc!c-flg ensures that the state shall d.,r:.t,f,
jowards securing f’" its citizens, men and wome
right 10 means of livelihood and equal Pay 1o equal work
The Hindu Married Women's g, ar t
Malntenance Act, 1946: The Hindhu Marriage D;',I:xbihalic(:
Removal Act, 1947: Nehru wanted to introduce legal changes so
that women could be equal to men before law. It was becayse of
Nehru's initiative and determination and a strong law minister
Ambedkar that Hindhu code bill was introduced in Parliament
This bill was passed during 1947.
Special Marriage Act, 1954 : The aim of the Specia!
Mamriage Act is to provide for special marriages and dworce This
Nof Act was passed for the first time in 1872, ButtggAq of

@ is wider than that.
{ The Hindu Marriage Act, 1955: Trlg'g\'%"aim of this
difyv

Act was to amend Hindu marriage and to godifipit. The act also

?{” describes the rights of the husband and Q%%‘
N Judicial Separation Act, 1955: Ain endeavor has been

of every one to eqh%&ion. LY
8. H rights: The universal declaration of Hu\lgf\{”

women a ressed both equality and equity issues. , {4
2 “N%tare the legal provisions pertaining ”l’l/der
CN (Or) CA
What are the legal provisions for women in the

society.

Ans. The constitution has established certain rights for the
women to that effect some acts have been came into force to
protect their rights showing gender discrimination is not acceptable
in the constitutional law.

Constitutional
Development

+ As per Article-14 the Constitution of India conferred

equality to men and women in status and opportunities in political,
social, economic area. + Article-15 States that any
discrimination against citizens on the ground of religion, race,
caste, sex etc, is prohibited. + Article-16 Provides equality of

Efforts towards Women

made to check the number of divorces-ahd time has been given

for the establishment of harmon lations.
Indian divorce : Women have been given

Act
two additional grounds t nd divorce. .
Hindu Success ¢t 1956: According to th:s Act, a

persons are consid have equal rights in the property
a\:)1' status. The women got right to the use.

irrespective of sex.(?? ttoth
sale and mortgage 6fthe property received through inheritance.
Hindu Adoption and Maintenance Act 1956:
According to this Act, the husband has to takg the consent of the‘
wife while adopting a son or daughter. The issueless (Childlessi
widow has also got rights of adoption. )
Suppressgion 3{ Immoral Traffic in Women andg(S;;:.I'l]sl
Act, 1956: This Act was amended twice in 1978 and }.‘ 6
prohibits trafficking in women and girls for purpose of prostitution
asa livelihood. _
m:fzr:igil 'I?ermination of Pregnancy 1971:4‘Th':s MTZ
Act legalizes abartion by a qualified doctor on humarjn.anarj ::\d
medical grounds. Maternity leave may be continued with ary
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of leave. Leave l? f“fll::] ess of the baby when the Presenc, :?s} is --—-":e‘;a;y kind are provided Immediate ang emergent relof
allowed in case of an 'Eucn in case of MTP a woman, can o the ui|t3_|e!n  is a landmark law that acts as a deterrent ang Provides
mother is necesi;yl ay. et Th",‘?ﬁsoums to the women who are victims of any form of
weeks of leave with pay. in Act, 1976: This Act; legd! "= olence. The Protection of Women form Domest,c

i Restrain Act, IS Actingrep, estic vio ; .

Child Mﬁﬂln?“r irls from 15 to 18 years ang for boed d'.)rlnence Act came into force on 26 Olctober 2006|. The Act covers
the age of mamiage for g : Vs V|l|0(0rms of physical, sexuall_'uerba. e?ohonathar;\d ?chmmim:
from 18'1i2]r:::?linncted Criminal Law (Amendment] Zbuse that can hﬁrgntr:a:?&::];rznt&(m;‘?fs?c,al:i me::qg:;:a
Act 123812! aThiS ‘Act introduces several reforms t:oncerning the of life, limb or well being 7

c : les of evide oh. .
. , the procedure and the nu nce. < e Vectinn
punIShS‘::-:-:vo:ra::Ibltion (Amendment) Act 1984. This pe Compensation to Rap
made far-reaching changes in the principal Act

SO as 1o Mmake it

more effective by increasing the period of imprisonment anq the

amount of fine of the offence.

Family Courts Law 1984: Ap Act was passed 1984 fo,
setting up of family courts in the cou ith a view to Promoting
reconciliation in and securing dy settlement of disputes

relating to marriage and family@a and for matters connected
therewith.

Commission of: ?‘Prevention Act 1987: The
Commission of Sati tion) Act, 1987 was

passed by the

Parliament of provide or prevention of Sati and its dlorification.
Pre-natal nostic Techniques (Regulation a

Preventinn,n suse) Act, 1994. This Act specifi alfy’
prohibits the Wélermination of sex of the fetus. The Act p
that no k%mtory Or center or clinic shall conduct’any test
includi asonography for the Purpose of d
of fetusl‘l%/‘u

eterminingthe sex
The Marriage (Amendment) Act, 2001 : Th;

amended the Hindy Marriage Act, Special Marriage Act, Parsj
Marriage and Divorce Act, and the code of Criminal Procedure
Providing for speedy disposal of application for maintenance, the

ceiling limit for claiming Mmaintenance hag been deleteq and a

been given to the Magistrate towards
nce.

e Pro!ect_ion of Women from Domestic Violence
Act, 2005: This Act guaranteed under the Constitution effective
Protection of women's rights, Aoeording to this, the victims of

X
\g

< i Domestic Working Women's Foru
lnndDeiT;xer: writ petition (CRL) No, 362/93 had direc:
a

Nation
wi
’&%ﬁ;;sam to set up Criminal Injuries C
P

The Supreme Coust
m Vs, Union of |nd.s

Commission for Women to evolve a "Sch
e tears of unfortunate victims of rape.

‘gs‘?\ : o
bserved that having regard to t
air?e;ein the Articles 38 (1) of the

eC ine
'\‘"?\.'c as o
% %&%Jp:erru
%‘E Princines

Direc
%s tution. 1t wae

sation Board, as
victims besides the mental a(gugh. [requently |r\‘cué
lrag:umtia«l financial loss and in some cases are too _:raun-g:.lz: 1
st continue in employment. T %\lﬂ. further d}:rccle' ". oa“
tQ-m ensation for victims sh awarded b_y the clc+‘ on
convi tion of the offender(and by the Criminal njuries
Compe nsation Board wh lgz:[)or not a conviction has taken place.
%?:‘ g?)ard shall take 'm%’accounl pain, suifegn% and s::scer; f{
i the exp
loss of eam ue to pregnancy an F
::Utillldgsmh if this ocurs"as a result of rapéz. Aﬁc%r_cli_;ng‘;}ynNgha:;se
i "Reli ilitatio
fted a scheme titled "Relief to and re a
c\il;:ﬁms“. It is porposed to initiate the scheme in the IX Plan. The

budgetary requirements for the scheme in the Xl Plan are
estimated as Rs.250 croes,

National Rural Employment Guarantee act, 20{(2.
reserves one third of the jobs for women. Thus the state e'rz\aa‘c‘m
several specific and related legislations to Pprotect women agais
social discrimination, violence and atrocities. Wome

Committees and Commissions toward-:_i_ _..0;:].
Development : Various committees and comm::.él?é.a'o.".
studied the Prevailing conditions and recommendzd to 1

3 o thy iaty
Sovernment measures to be taken up to improve the situation
women,
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q ; ights. They are end i

The National expert Commilll!l::;ﬁw‘g-;:;0 indig?el?cea:?ld"sghould actylowards oz\ze:n:!;::r Tiia:():;h:ng

Prlsoncrn’ (19806) : The committee examined the condition of conse

women prisoners in the crimial correctional justice system and
made a series of recommendations relating to necessary legislatjve
reforms, prison reforms and reforms of other custodial Institutlons
and rehabiltations of prisoners so far as women prisoners are
concerned.

Protection of Human rights act 1993 and the
National Human Rights Commission : The Prolection of
human nghts receved the President's consent on 8.1.1994. |y ig
an Acl to provide for constitution of a National Rights
Commission, State IHuman Rights courl for better prolection of
human rights and for matlers connected thereto or incidenta)
thereto. It was enacted by the Parliamertt\(n the 441th year of the
Republic. N

Parliamentary Committe the Empowering of
Women: With a view (o reocigifgsam’ ong other things, dignity
and euality for all women j fields, a Joint Committee of
Parliament (JCP) was co itated on 9-4-1997 (o look into these
aspects. As per rule 331, j shall extend to whole India except the
State of Jammu & Ka
relating to the so(eg\

i rds provided for women under the
constitution an

r laws, 7

3) Explai(:j.h Equality of Sexes (or) x*,
Des v,lgwef'i'he Equality of Sexes ,,\
A;w\ eaning of Gender Equality : Gendege@.lality

women and men have equal conditions for ré’alizing
their full human rights and for contributing to and benefiting from,
economic, social, cultural and political development gender

‘adopted by
Article 1 9eneral assembly in 1948 proclaims that -
€ 1 Al human being are -born free and equa|

—

ir. It investigates and examines all matters .|

&“{»

e
g«/%y women, increase their participation dl;\gm

n

P 4

hood.
brothe Y GENDER EQUALITY MATTERS

Although gender inequality is a global issue, it is made worse
overty and is a key factor in the persistence of poverty. When

by l:,-.gn and men do not have equal access to resources or equal
wo rtunities to take part in decision making, there are direct
ng:omic and social costs. Th_ese largely affegt. women but also
have consequences for their children, communities angd countries,

"Gender equality is not just about policies.” “Its about the

ity of life."

quallts"C‘:c,m\.fincing men that they are as likely as women 1o benefi:
from nd\er equality is the strongest argument to get thi‘rgwo}ved
inr g that goal, experts said at the United Ng‘ 4
x%hccepting equality and rejecting gender 5,1% types would

to end discrimination against men seekindiob: typically done
y life, and ease
the economic burden of supporting thei ilies as more women
enter the workforce.

"It has become clear that if w %ﬁtinue to live in a society
where gender inequality exists, wéall se, {Martina Vuk, Slovenia's
minister for social affairs an% al opportunities)

Gender segregati the labour market remains a
problems for both m m and women said panelists form
several countries,

NEED AND
EQUALITY

Gender equality is achieved when people are able to access
and enjoy the same rewards, resources and opportunities
regardless of whether they are women or men. Gender equality 1=
important not only because it is ‘fair and ‘the right thing tc do', =
is also important to the bottom line of a business and productivity
of our nation. We know that both man and woman are equally
valuable to society. Society could not function without the roles
that men perform or without the roles that women perform. For
f.he upliftment of the society, nation and human beings and
iTespective of these there are lots of reasons for which gender

IMPORTANCE OF GENDER
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equality is needed and important._lt has becont\e widely underst
that promoting gender equality is an essential compone
effective economic and human development strategy. For

lor reports:
" .ld'_l;;nel:‘(f?s()?owpoa shared understanding within the
development community that developmfmt policies ang
actions that fail to take gender inequality into account
and fail to address disparities between males ang
females will law limited effectiveness and serious cost

implications.”
Here are so many reasons for which
needed and important for develo

could be described as:

1.Human Development S\é}\d woman both are the
non - material resources which could’play an effective role in any
country for its development. Atab\Human Development (2002)
also said that the low empo! nt of woman is one of the factors
that have seriously ha

human development. Therefore
gender equality is need r human development and for this

equal job opponungt?should be provided to women.
2. To attract top talent

appealing for w@gn and men. Any organization which provides
equal access’ta both could attract talent pool and will R:e’)

progress ji espective of those where equal access has n
given.’w man are increasingly more highley educatéd ‘then

men,@rf?orkplace that is not attractive to women risks kfosing
the besttalent to competitors.

3. For Economic Develo
positive effects in all spheres of so

will be able to get equal access
tend to in

nt of an
example,

gender equality js
Ping an egalitarian society these

pment Gender equality has
ciety. When man and women

uce to parﬁcipéte in the employment
that mzjority of the new entrants

economic development . In the A
Institute has argued that removing
the workforce should be an econo

and hence
in the work force leads to
ustralian context, the Grattan
disparities for Women to enter
mic reform Priority.

/Qie ited access to key agriculture resources su/i‘a

'S chnologies. Increasing women ownership,o
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4. To improve Nation.al Productivity and
otitiveness The world Economlg Forum has found a strong
pe’ n between Country's productivity, Competitiveness and
correlatio uality. It is stated that "..... empowering women means
gender e?ﬁcient use of a nation's human talent angd -...reducing
a more € uality enhances productivity and economic growth.
gender l";%r optimum utilization of Natural resources
5. tion has its natural resources in bulk. For the development
Every N2 tion its natural recourse should be fully utilized and it be
of any na “]3 and only when both men and women will have equal
possible on sye the resources. Because the optimum utilization of
accesscteos &ill be possible only when majority of human resources
r?f.-‘;lo:; in the labour market. _ N
wi &'\TO Access the resources Inequality carR@pac}I on
. e%"aspec’( of one's life. It has been found th lzc;n;nd :;\5
nd or access to

\"™ fertilizers can result in significant gains& C8 preduction and

P 4

A work place is equally\zt“\

vels of hunger.
reduce_ll.f—! To maintain the digne:x{
of being men or women we all a
we all feel satisfied, if get e
Both men and women fee
to work. If we look back;

i Ml:man beings In spite
an beings. Psychologically
atment in all spheres of life.
less if don't get the opportunity
ionally, women remain busy with
house hold chores, th e not allowed to go outside the honl\le
and earn, that make feel as worthless an_d p_sg.;chologlca kgj:
dissatisfied. So to maintain the dig‘:\ity every individual shou
i imi rtunity to work. )
2? glv;?as::;l:r&pep?livisgn of labour in education wurite
the division of labour with special refers to (a)
Home (b) School (c) Society (d) “.)ork place (Or)
Expalin the following aspects with .reference 1o
women's (a) Home (b) School (c) Society (d) Work
lace.
alomen should be given due impartance in !hc‘ ficld of
education. They should be entrusted with special task to ge:
Positive results. By doing so, we are'not showing gende:
discrimination.
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€n play
€Xtendg
rnings of
Ms in the

Entrusting the responsibilities athome: Wom
three important roles at home (a) As a wife and mothershe
her services to the family. (b) Depends mostly on the ea
the husband to run the family (c) Settles all the proble
family and takes care of the children.

Education division of.labour of women at home ;
as follows: + Educating the children + helping the husbang i:
the matters related to the education of their children *

Concentrating on the language abilities of the children when the
are too young + making the children read at home + helping ig
educational activities and motivates them to acquire knowledge
School women education and_ division of labour .
The following are the important of women educatior;
and division of labour in the sch &“3
+ Admitting their childreq e school 4 Talking to the
teachers about the progress of their children + Undertaking the
responcilibities of the Mo & Assessing the progress of their
children from time to ti %e that the children should attend
the school regularly. :-%ending the PTA meetings at school
+ Participating in qf tra curricular activities in the school +,,

Participating vol enterly in the school development programmes
Socie”\%Numen Education and division of la

Women edu and division of Labour will influence the $oci

in the following ways + Helping the society in molding‘&g:;){
sets o% e 4 Making the children know the profesﬁo‘pal skills
+ Enabling the nzighbours to help the community + KnSwing the

knowledge of latest professional skills and encouraging them +

concentrating on different profiessions where in they could do
some thing.

UNIT - 5 T
GENDER AND EDUCATION

1. What are the Educational
meant for Girls education.

Ans. The girls edugation in our country did not develop as
expected recognising the importance of girls education both the
central and state governments have introduced the following
schemas for its development.

1. Sarva Siksha Abhiyan (SSA) 2000 : The Sarva
Sikséha Abhiyan was launched in the year 2000. This scheme
seeks 'to bridge Gender Inequality by giving due“emphasis on

;?’ moting education of girl child in the socie%gb afford them
“““}\socialjustice, security and equity at par wi oy child. Under
this scheme, the National programme tritional support to
Primary Education (Mid — day Meal eme) and Nationai
programme for Education of Girls at lementary level (NPEGEL }
were implemented to provide a janal support to education of
girls at the elementary level. Theiprogramme motivates girls who

are not attending school wi e support of the communty.

2. District Prin{” ducation Programme (DPEP)
(1994) : The Govem%rl f India launched the Dist.:ct Primaz,,
Education Progra 1994 in 271 districts of 18 Siates The
programme has b@tamd in low female literacy states and
districts.

3. Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyala (KGBV) :
Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyala reaches out to girls living in hard
lo reach small scattered habitations that live at a considerable
distance from the nearest schools. This programme is designed
to ensure access and quality education to girls through the
provision of 750 residential schools at upper - primery level

4. Operation Black Board : The scheme of operator.
black board started in 1987 — 88 to provide basic minmurn
facilities in Elementary Schools, has now been into Sarvasiksha
Abhiyan. , ‘

5. Sabala : In order to enhance the nutritiona! and
economic status of adolescent girls, the Governmen: of India
launched a new programme, Rajiv Ganhd’ Schemz for

Provisions Specially
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EMPowerment of Adolescent Girls - SABLLA. Arom
to 1.15 crore adolescent girls of 11 to 18 years per annym are
expected to be cover under the scheme during the 11* plap,
Measures to promote Women's Education Various
measures have been suggested by the ‘National Committee o,
Women's Education’ for the improvement of girls’ education,

i) Providing school facilities, opening of new schools, bringing

il)

iv)

v)

vi)

vii

schools within easy reach of the children, starting gjrls’
section in boys' schools, condensed course for adult women
etc.

Improving the existing schools : Appointment of more
qualified and adequate staff including a large number of
women teachers; school mothers in mixed schools provision
of better building and eduoatip{al equipment and along

with it a wide choice of subjects;
i) Making education fr ranting concession in the
an

form of scholarships t d meritorious girl students;
Effective enforcemenl’gﬂgompulsory education and creation

of social climate %g the village community to enrolt all
girls of school gcﬁ% age;

Educatin lic opinion : Teacher — parent co-
operation,«-éqh ation of adult women;
Prot%tlg?\o er convenience and inducement. S
as a ent of school timings and vacation to sui
n and conditions, free mid-day meals, free meditaland
~h facilities for the school children, estalgﬁs nt of
ches etc; ””,:/\
) Female inspecting officer : Brining education under
the charge of women as far as possible both in regard to
teaching as well as inspection and administration.

viii) Shift system : Where co-education is not acceptable, an

ix)

)
xi)

alternative is to start separate shifts for boys and girls in the

same school building, so as to avoid duplication of buildings
and equipments.

Guidance service : In order to make the education of
girls more purpose and practical effective guidance services
should be provided in all schools as possible;
Appointment of school mothers in mixed schools;
Establishment of nursery and pre-primary schools;

o

&

\g

ii"{'taunched in 1989 by the Government of In
" Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat and Kamataka. Ch
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— public Co-education Direct co.-q )
il should be encouraged in the follow?:;aftileolg ?' the public
a) Establishing private schools: ot
p) Puttingup school buildings;
g, What are the Emerging trends in the fielg of girls

education and also explain the re
of it ?

Ans. The Government of India is committed to wringin
about basic change in the status of women through education. ﬁ
pelives that empotuen.nent of women is a critical pre - condition
for their participation in the education process the Major schems'
grammes for empowerment of women are as follows.

1.. Mahila Samakhya, (Education for Woruﬁ:']s

Equality)» an effective process — oriented women's e§ ation

Servations aspect

pro

an powerment programme targeting poo ially
antaged women is now operational in 9 _states. Mahila
makhya —meaning education for women'/eguality - was

in" the states of

Women's collectives of the Mahila Samakhya Programme
address several gender issues, includ‘j\‘gﬁ%ence against women
It run a number of innovative nor{-g& | education programmes
for women and adolescent %a ahila Samakhya (MS) MS
addresses traditional gendet ifabalances in educational access
and achievement. This inVs\ enabling women (especially from
socially and economi disadvantaged and marginalized
groups) to address and déal with problems of isolation and lack
of self-confidence, oppressive social customs and struggle for
survival, all of which inhibit their empowerment. Today, Mahila
Samakhya is active is 12,000, villages, over 60 districts in 9 states
including Bihar, where UNICEF and Mahila Samakhya have been
partners for a long time. )

The quiding principle of the programme is lhg centra!'uy o
education in empowering women to achieve basic equality. |l_:
strives to make women aware, empowered, capable and sle._x-
reliant. Mahila Samakhya has been particularly successfu. in
targeting out-of-school girls by working with the commun:ty ro'
create learning opportunities in alternative centres, resident:a!
camps and early childhood development centres.
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The programme has been supported by State governme
UNICEE, World Bank and others. nt,

2. National Programme for Education of Girlg

Elementary Level (NPEGEL) : The.NPEGE[_ under t:t
existing scheme of Sarva Shikhsa Abhly.an (SSA) P"OVidez
additional components for education of girls underprivilege
disadvantaged at the elementary level. The scheme is being
implemented in Educatonally Backward Blocks (EBBs) where
the level of rural female literacy is less than the nationa] average
and the gender gap is above the national average, as we|| as in
blocks of districts that have at least 5 percent SC/ST popuylag; of:
and where SC/ST female literacy is below 10 percent based op,
1991. .

3. Kasturbha Gadhi Vidyalaya\; Under the scheme of
Kasturbha Gandhi Balika Vidyala %0 residential schools are
being set up in difficult areas wi ding facilities at elemen
level for girls belonging predofninately to the SC, ST, OBC and
minorities. The scheme be applicable only in those
identified Educationally ard blocks (EBBs) where, as per
census data 2001, thegural'female literacy is below the nationa]
average. Among thet e%i'

with concen:aj?ti?qf ibal population, with low female litera

and/or a larg ber of girls out of school. Cn
4. Condensed courses of Education for Wo 1t
provides. tion to adolescent girls’'women who ares¢chool
dropou&(@ did not have opportunity of joining formal éducation
system to pass primary/ middle/metric level examination and helps
to develop their skills. During the X Plan 1840 Condensed Courses
were sanctioned for 46275 beneficiaries. In the XI Plan, curricula
of all courses are to be enlarged to include component of life skills,
social skills and negotiating skills. Schematic pattern of the scheme
is to be revised.
5. Adult Literacy Schemes of the National Literacy
Mission has been implemented in nearly all the districts of the

country. Special measures have been initiated to improve female:

literacy in low female literacy districts (45) through focused
interventions by Zilla Sakshrata Samities, Nongovernmental
organizations, women volunteer teachers and Panchayati Raj
functionaries. Emphasis is also being laid on provision of lifelong

ocks, schools, may be set up in areas

Ly
C«w{"

v Ans. Courses of Studies for
&?N differ
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- opponupmes, lmpartlr.ig Vocationa| sk; -

leaml"eg eneration of Neothterates thmug:lslznd MProving
g;s::aﬁon Programme, which is being e ontinuing

imp]emented in 272

etricts-
dlStf|c6. Mid .day l.Vl.eal programme : The oo has b
6 positively impacts nutritional leyels and Zche:r;
0

ipation of girls and children belongip,
;:Zliz ed sections. Access to education is gasgrtarizzrs t;:d
A for upper caste than 'for scheduled caste anq scheduled triben
" d for the upper and middle classes than the poor. '
2™ " Reservations : As per the article 21 (A) of the constitution
Girls have ﬁmda.l"!‘l.ental right to get gducation. Because of thay
come special facilities have been provided for them As a part of

arﬁ

that the overnment created reservations in the education
nstitutions, gislatures, Jobs etc. There are some reside: |
schoo cially ment for girls. ?,

g w is the Gender as an influenci 9»3@ tor in

course choices. (Or)

In what why the Gender lnflug;i)s in course

choices. p

en : Educationalist
in prescribing the courses of s for boys and girls.

Mudaliar Commission opined, “A ducation opened to men

should be opened to women.” Tbﬁz e others who opposed the

idea. They say, girls are diff om boys in their physical,

temperamental and men , so there is the need of separate

curriculum.

The “National Council for Women's Education” appointed
under the chairmanship of Hans Mehta to find out the need of
separate courses for girls ‘and to suggest courses of studies for
them. The ‘National Council for Women’s Education’ and the
‘National Committee of women's Education’ suggested that there
should be identical curriculum for boys and girls at the primary
stage, with the provision of introducing subjects like music,
paintings, sewing, needle work, simple hand work, and cooking
(in the last two years of the primary stage) to make the courses
more suitable for girls. All these together with a special emphasis
on Domestic Science should always be the distinctive features of
girls’ education in India right up to the end of the high schoo!
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course. Literature. History, Geography and Elementary Science

together with Elementary Mathematics should, of course, |,
included in their syllabus in order to extend their intellectua] hor'iZOe
and to equip them with the fundamentals of niudern knowledgen
At the middle school stage and specially at the secondars;.

stage, there is need for separate curriculum for boys and girls
This however does not imply a totally different courses of studies'
but indicates merely an improvement of the existing courses, eithex:
by suitable changes within them or by inclusion of subjects more
useful for girls. Steps should be taken to provide a number of
electives so that girls may choose subjects according to thej,
individual tests and aptitudes and in keeping with career wish to
take up in later life. There should be separate subjects such ag
home science, hygiene, needle work, singing, fine arts, Painting
dancing, music etc. The diversification at this stage should alsc:
include some pre-vocational edu ion which would help girls to
choose such career as that of %ﬁ\mvika, a social worker, a

mid-wife, a health visitor, a nugs a craft teacher etc.

In higher education séibjects should not be compulsory for

women. The above moti subjects should be there in a bit . g:)“
modified from so that the-dirls may choose the subjects according V:}
to their interest and ability, Besides, a girl, by the time she reaches;

college, especiallyti

e new system of multipurpose scho Isid,
should know e

h both from home and school abou
essentials of 8‘/9& estic science and her three years in college §hatild
devoted td specialisation of some form of career. It is ore
essentj;gl\%‘f'the should not be forced to study don?c. ience
with h er subjects but that domestic science shéuld be a
choice. However, there is great need for the simplification of the
existing courses at the primary and middle stages. This aspect of
the problem should, therefore, be thoroughly examined in the light
of the general consideration suggested in the report.

Women’ education should primarily be at equipping them
properly with all that modem knowledge may give for realising
intelligently their national ideal of motherhood. Their education
must be so devised as may instil into them, in the first place, as a
good housewife, regard for consequent loyalty to their national

ideals of purity, simplicity, self-sacrifice, motherly tenderness and
love, untiring patience and contentment. Secondly is.should

O
&é’bn

§

velop their intellectual faculties ¢
yarious problem connected with the;,
Thirdly, their educatl_on be_comes a necessity o
Thus Gender is an influence factor i cr
art from the different courses specially ryn forogirls hoices,
opting some courses where in the boys be g?vg“k i
:mportance- T}.ns is becagse of the advancemen, in the Co;:,: due
as well as the ideas of girls. The parents are also supportin unity
oncourasing the girls for such courses, 9and
Finally we can come to a conclusio

in the selection of courses for girls.
4. Discuss the women empowerment throu
ducation. What is its need. How
x&‘;m, National development.
ty

de 2l they m,
domesy;

n that Gender influences

Lt h girls
Is it co Cerned
N

\a
omen Empowerment : Women emm?ﬁiem is the
to direct and control one's own life. &1
N'means equipping

In other words, empowerment of w n

women to be economically lndepend(\e_/n;sxSelf-reliant, have a
positive self- esteem to enable them to face’any difficult situation,
and make them capable of participating in developmental
activities. -

According to D.B.Rao
is continuum that varies i
<an move from an extr
other extreme of havi solute power. .

Indications of’Empowerment : Empowerment is a
complex issue with vatying interpretations in a different societal,
National and Cultural contents.

At the level of the Individual woman and her household,
empowerment is : 4 Self — confidence and self esteem +
involvernent of women in Non-traditional tasks Existence ot
women organizations 4 Awareness of her social and politicai
rights .

Need for women Empowerment : +{mprovements in
attitude to women's role in the house hold and cc:mmum@ +
Increasing women's participation in h-ousgholu decnsno?g
+ Enhancing perceptions of women contnbutzon[to I\OFS? od
Income and family welfare. 4+ The ultimate level of equality an
empowerment, a balance of power between womes and men in
a sharing approach.

werment is a moving state; It
ee of power. lt is relative ... one
state of absolute lack of power to the
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& Bole of Education In women em \z\e %2
v 4

&,u\gd, ucation makes thewomen empowered Meny

<" culturally and econdmically,. isonally, So(:ially

Personal Empowerment: Education is a praw:
component for personal empowerment of a woman omun?_m
women have acquired self-confidence, self esteem béld Ucatigy,
independence. . ' ness anqg

Social Empowerment: Education makes
of the society. Educated women know the rights a
in the society.

Economic Empowerment: Higher educa
foundation for the economic development of women.

Cultural Empowerment: Education also changes the
life style of women throughout their life.

Technological Empowerment: Educational women
various s ekers of knowledge and information. The inforrnatjare ‘
techno@ is a powerful tool to help women in this search, &&

<;§Btrategles for womg;ﬁ(‘vempf)wenn-ent:- + Eél-;&&ted
professional women abouttheir legitimate rights, sf.?hét they
,~\3§Ecome articulate and pg&ﬁbly active. + Encourage’educational
. institutions to take up jprogrammes to enhance women'’s status,
& 4 Caution the mass‘media about the ways in@hich woman are
publicised. + Educate parents and elders on the importance and
value of the domestic work done by women.
Programmes and Schemes for Women Empowerment:
National level: + Integrated Rural Development Project
(IRDP). + Employment Assurance Scheme (EAS). + DWACRA
+ PMRY .
State Level: 4 Integrated child development scheme
(ICDS). + IRDP 4 WILL 4 Indira Mahila Yojana (IMY).
Development of nation is directly linked to the empowerment
o won\ﬁ:men Empowerment is key to NatiOI.lal
development: MS Otiko D.Jaba has stated that any society
that wants thevelop must empower women to enable them m ‘
i 1 and positive contrib tton towards the overall\::\
meamr%ﬁ and p \Sﬁ* 5\

Wwoman pij
nd their du;;ss

Q

development efforts. N | "\
c:E?Women's empowennelggand economic developm%qﬁm |
mg@sely related. . e -
\ ) * \>\\ \)\“\



